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21 And allflesh that mouves-upon rzé éarth expired
and allthe creeping things that ce ;p uponthe ea
the breath of the spirit of life, of ecerything

P RASHAS NOACH

-

== among:the birds, the animals, the beasts,
rth, and all mankind. 22 Afkin whose nostrils was
that was on dry land; died. 2> And He blot. o outall
existence that was on the face of ti-e ground — fror'man to animalsito creeping things ai . to the
bird of the heavens; -and they wer:.blotted out from the earth. Only Noah survived, and those
with him in the Ark. > And the waers strengthened on the earth a hundred and fifty days.
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and retching® oy — blood’

h 1035 31y — This is its simple meaning,
Midrash interprets it as f ‘lows: 1312 — He was coughing Sy —

EnPOm ninman mivn - because of the trouble of caring for the
animals and beasts.! manix U — And there are thost who say he was injured “xW ~ because
he delayed 159 ntatn ~ giving food to the lion, 1.1 — and [the lion] attacked him.s wbyy
253 — About [Noah] it was said, 2 nPw I3 Y Y, — “Behold, the righteous one is paid on
earth.”lo,ll
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6. Sor-:e editions read a719), “and spitting.”

7. The word 3% connotes exclusion or minimizing
p- 41, 20te 9). Here it implies that Noah himself

“minj- rized,” i’e., his health was impai izrachi;
Sifsei “hechamim). The pronunciation of the word x
souzds Itke a on retching (Leket Bahir).

8. Sanhedrin 108b; Tanchuma Yashan 14; Baraisa of
Lame--Reis Middos 2 (see note 10 on p- 17:above).

9. Acrircing to this explanation, the word i is seen as
impl: ' that the lion struck Noah because the same
Xect: 18 used for “striking” in Exodus 9:15 (Yerios
Shla=oh).

Accieding to both explanations, “and those with him
in th: ark” is interpreted as “becayse of those with him
in th= ark” (Imrei Shefer).

10. Pr-werbs 11:31. Rashi to that verse comments, “The
tights s one receives retribution for his sin while he is
still o earth.” .
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1. Ta «chuma 9.
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& world. The neshamah war* - and loves to give to others.

Hakadost Baruch Hu is a “Giver”; He provides and gives to
all of creatioi:. Hashem does not take or receive anything from
2nyone —no one can ever give Him anything —as the passuk
says, “If you c're righteous what are you giving Him?” and, “For
everything ic from You and from Your hand we gave You”

The nuture of physical creations is the opp;')site. They are
always lacking and in need of things, anxious, and seeking to

take and receive to fill their needs. “The young lions roar foi
prey and to ask from Hashem their food” (Barchi Nafshi, Te-
hillim 104). Members of the plant and animal world need air,
water, and food for their survival, and are constantly taking
and receiving. T

At the last stage of the world’s creation, Hashem said, “Zet
us make man in our image and like our form... and Hashem
created man in his image, Yn the image of G-d He created him’”.
(Bereishis 1:26, 27). The human being is physically similar to an
animal. Like all creations,'he is a “taker”; he has selfish traits
and is always concerned about and/fooking after his own wel\
fare. But he also has a neshamah that resembles its Creator and(

[ -

/ has similar attributes to those with which Hashem runs the/
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The Chafetz Chaim points out that the Almighty wants more
than acts of chessed. He wants ahavas chessed. He wants us to love

deing chessed. He wants us to care about it. e wants us to feel

deprived if we cannot do chessed. That is wha: it takes to earn the
protective shield of the Almighty’s palm.

The prophet declares (Michah 6:8), “He has told you,
is good. And what does He demand of you, b1t to do justice, love
kindness and walk modestly with G-d, your L- *d” This is a radically
new idea, says the Chafetz Chaim, a very important idea. The Al-
mighty wants more from us than to do acts ¢ kindness. He wants
us to love kindness. And almost all of us, concludes the Chafetz
Chaim, fail in this regard. Most of us do not love chd¥sed sufficient-
ly. We do not embrace it with a passion. ‘
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(6:14), “namn R ‘négr_ﬁ mp, Make the ark with compartments.” R’
Yitzchak (Bereishis Rabbah 31:9) teaches that the word 1y, Titerally a
nést, alludes to the hirds urought by a metzora. Just as a bird-offering
purifies a metzora, s too did the ark purify its occupants.®

Creation was an act of chesed, kindness, for Hashem did not need to
create the world. He created the world to bestow chesed and in order
%that man do likewise, and it was man’s inability to live in harmonvy that
brought about destruction. Rebuilding the world would require the same
foundation — chesed — and man would-have to live in harmony. The

occupants of the ark could leave to rebuild the world only when this

concept of chesed had become a part of them. Thus, besides prox{iding
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protection, the ark also served as “a school ™ tzac eaching chesed and

harmony to its occup ants. Whether looking after one another or tending
to the animals’ needs, Noach and his family discovered that life in the ark?
depended on chesed: Only Hashem could judge when the ark’s/
oglﬁ)antz had attained} the level of chesed necessary to restart the
Word, and consequeritly His permission to leave was required. Thi
explains why the positk uses the name Elokim, denotig:ﬁig::f; lsi;)
connection with lea\ifing the ark. Surely, the name Hashem, deno{ing
mercy, would be more suitable in this situation, when the ark’s
o_ccupants were fina:'y able to leave after more than a year! Howevér
since a certain level of chesed needed to be attained, and anything Ies;
would disqualify the n from restarting the world, Hashem scrutinized
their chesed, and allowing them to leave indicated that they had attained

his level. Elokim is.t'wus used to denote Divine judgment as to whether
or not they were rea ly to leave.
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‘ AS The Secret of the Jewish Soul

expounds on the words “to walk in all His ways”: “Just as He
is compassionate, so shall you be compassionate; He does kind-
ness, so shall you do kindness..” Rashi also explains the words,
“You shall cleave to Him” (Reeh 13:5) to mean: “Cleave to His
ways: do kindness, bury the dead, visit the sick, as Hashem did”
Hashem commands us to perform kindness and give to oth-
ers, for that is the only way that we connect to our soul, the
Divine part in us, and thus cleave to Hashem and His middos.
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3 s From Sineg -Vl - P a7
. Be strong as a lion, says Jurah b. Tema. Consider not your personal
éwill, to find security in popularity., but the will of your Father in heaven———§
and act with a lion’s courage; do vhat you were ordained to do.
How do you develop such courage and moral fibre? The lion is king
* of the beasts; and a king must ru : imperiously. Within each of us there is -
an entire menagerie of passions, instincts, desires, all struggling, bickering
and demanding expression. We st have the lion’s might to rule over these
inner forces, to govern unruly pa:sions and keep harmony within. Once we
rule within (becoming Ben Zoma'; kind of gibbor) ‘we can exert a sovereign
authority for the Supreme Ruler, sver those about us.
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He would protect him in the ark, as it is written, “Behold, I am
about to bring the Floodwaters ...” and “I will blot out all existence
I have made from upon the face of the ground, but I will establish
My covenant ... and you shall enter the ark.” When Hashem told
Noach that he and his sons would survive, Noach failed to pray on
behalf of the world, and everything was destroyed as a result. For
this reason, the Floodwaters were called by his name, as it is writ-
n, “For they are the Waters of Noach before Me, and I have sworn
never again to bring the Waters of Noach.”'#2 »
Although Noach was perfectly righteous in his own affairs, he
was called to account for failing to pray on behalf of the sinners
of his generation, that they might be forgiven and spared from
destruction. Those who explain the expression “righteous in his
generation” to demonstrate Noach’s sole fault.compare him to
Avraham, who prayed on behalf of the:wicked sinners of Sedom,
that they might be saved despite their many ir:iquities. The Zohar
states as follows: R’ Yochanan said: Come and see the difference
between Noach and the tzaddikim that arose in Israel after him.
Noach did not defend his generation, nor pray on their behalf as
did Avraham. When Hashem informed Avraham that He intended
to destroy Sodom, Avraham immediately approached Him in
prayer. He continued to beseech Him, until Hashem ensured that
if only ten righteous people were to be found in Sodom, He would
spare the entire city on their behalf. Avraham assumed that includ-
’&‘ing Lot and his family, Hashem would certainly find ten. Therefore
he concluded his prayers. Had he realized that tiere were not even
ten, he would have prayed that Sodom be spared in the merit of
S

even fewer.!#® ‘
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